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The Gift of Frisbee

PTS has a long and venerable history of intramural ultimate Frisbee, with pickup
games on Fridays just about year-round. PTS’s “official” Frisbee season begins in spring,
fielding teams with names like the Frisbiterians, Sacrilegious, Discumenicals,
Discombobulated, Ex Nihilo, and the Screaming Sheep. 

On Saturday, April 8, about twenty members from all six teams joined to represent
PTS at the second annual Ultimate Frisbee Revival at Union Theological Seminary-PCSE
in Richmond, Virginia.

At the inter-Seminary ultimate Frisbee tournament, PTS players formed teams with
students from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Columbia Theological Seminary, Union-
PCSE, and its neighbor Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond for a day of Frisbee,

fun, and fellowship.
The rain that ended the tournament pre-

maturely didn’t seem to dampen anyone’s
spirits. “It was a great time,” said David Watermulder, a 2006 graduate. “It was cool to get to
know people from those schools. On my team, we had a student from Pittsburgh [Seminary]
who is also the wife of a PTS alumnus, Colin Yuckman (’05B), who used to play with us at
Princeton, so it was a cool cross-school connection.”

Many cross-school connections were made on the field, at shared meals, at the vespers
service, and at a Celtic music concert created for the event. “Sometimes our conversations
revolved around the teams and players who stood out as having the ‘gift of Frisbee,’” said
2006 graduate Jennifer Putnam, but soon students “drifted into other conversations about
school, programs, classes, the past, the future, and how excited we were to join in this spe-
cial event,” she said.

Watermulder will miss time spent with fellow players. “I hope someday we can get
together for some pickup during a General Assembly meeting and relive ‘the good ole’
days,’” he said.

Putnam agreed. She and her fiancé, 2006 graduate Christopher Atwood, are studying
inTübingen, Germany this year. “I hope that they have a Frisbee league there,” she said.
“If not, maybe we’ll have to start one.”
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From Where I Sit

A row of squat and spirited pears, an empty beached
rowboat, two red Adirondack chairs awaiting the return
of their owners. Heather Sturt Haaga’s oil paintings were
seen for the first time on the East Coast this fall at the
Erdman Art Gallery, with a reception on September 11.
The show was titled “From Where I Sit: The Spaces in
Our Lives.” 

Haaga, a California artist and PTS trustee, was an
artistic child but didn’t begin painting seriously until
age forty-three, and had her first formal show in 1996.
When asked what prompted her to start painting again,
she said, “Certain things are God things, and you let
them happen.” But as any artist knows, letting things
happen isn’t always easy. “Painting is hard work,”
she said, “the kind of hard work, both physically and
mentally, that when you’re finished, you’re exhausted.”
The result of this effort, Haaga hopes, is paintings that
“connect with the viewer emotionally.”

They seemed to do so. Carolyn Nicholson, dean of
student affairs emerita, and Ellen Myers, assistant for academic affairs emerita, attended the exhibit opening with Myers’s husband Ralph.
“My husband and I bought two paintings to give each other as fiftieth wedding anniversary gifts,” Ellen Myers said. “We were delighted
with Haaga’s work. She’s got a marvelous gift for color, form, and design, and her paintings have a certain luminosity,” she said, referring
to the painting her husband chose, The Side Board, showing oranges and pomegranates in a gleaming silver bowl. 

To view a gallery of Haaga’s exhibit, go to www.ptsem.edu/news/galleries/index.php. 
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Heather Sturt Haaga and President Torrance at the reception

 


